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FRIENDS’ dedicated education program began in 2006 with a goal to reach out to students across Abaco, getting 
them out of the classroom and into the environment to make connections with our natural resources. Since that time, 

FRIENDS has provided over 7,000 educational experiences to Abaco’s students. We know it is making a difference; we 
can see a change in behaviour and parents say that students are bringing the messages home. This summer we 

began the next phase in our journey by providing specialized field courses to high school students. These five pilot 

courses filled the gap in our current education programs and offered local students information they need to help 
choose their track for tertiary education, internships and future careers in science or related fields.

FRIENDS is a 1% for the Planet Partner! 1% was built to support an alliance of businesses 
financially committed to creating a healthy planet. By joining, your business can contribute 
to FRIENDS and benefit from international exposure through their efforts! Contact 
FRIENDS for more information about the program or to find out how to join.

These courses provided local students 
with their first opportunity to use 

technical equipment such as 
dissection microscopes, which they 
used to inspect invertebrates like the 
Casseopeia jellyfish (above, and top).

Students used these square PVC frames 
(Quadrats, above) to survey the amount 
of food available for sea turtles in Snake 
Cay Creeks. They also measured and 

tagged a Green turtle (left).

FRIENDS is in the planning phase of a new Abaco Research Center to help fulfill these educational goals. Although the building is 
not in place yet, the programs have started with the field courses and we are already making connections with national and 
international scientists who would like to do research in Abaco and partner with FRIENDS on outreach. The Abaco Research 
Center will provide a central lab and meeting facility that will help make it easier for the community to learn more about research 
in Abaco and for the scientists to be able to contribute towards management procedures and education initiatives.



Once again summer time at Friends of the Environment 
means fun times and busy days.  All the summer camp 
sessions have been full for months, even with a new 
camp added this year in Grand Cay!  A new component 
of science and research, geared toward high school 
age kids, has been added to the education program. 
These field courses that include bats and caves, to 

turtles and bonefish filled up quickly.   And this is just the beginning of the 
expansion of FRIENDS education programs.   

Adult field trips have become popular with visitors, and a great 
educational tool to show off the important and beautiful places in Abaco 
that have been slated for protection.  Through FRIENDS, proposals for 
protected areas have been submitted to government, and we continue to 
lobby for these areas to be signed into legislation.   We will continue to 
push forward and stay positive in hopes that in a newsletter in the near 
future I can write about the excitement we will all share on yet another 
fragile area being protected and we can together feel proud that our 
efforts have been rewarded!

I recently read this quote from Nelson Mandela -  “Education is the most 
powerful weapon which you can use to change the world", and I thought 
of FRIENDS and all that is being done to protect Abaco's environment 
through the power of educating.   Educating in many forms to bring 
awareness to habitat conservation, invasive species, marine resources, 
litter reduction, and educational out reach for students and adults, locals 
and visitors.

The staff and Board of Directors of FRIENDS are excited to see our grand 
visions becoming reality!  This reality would not be at all possible with out 
the dedication and generosity of the volunteers, members and donors of 
FRIENDS.  We all thank you for the opportunity in helping us realize our 
desired successes.  For so many of you throughout the past 25 years who 
believe in FRIENDS, we are proud that you share in FRIENDS visions and 
mission to preserve and protect Abaco’s terrestrial and marine 
environment.

FRIENDS Thanks Friends
FRIENDS Conservation Photo Contest, Erica Thibault, United States Embassy
 Judges: Eustacia Jennings, Alex Forbes, Elmer Doty, Bradley Albury
Go Native, Abaco Inn, Lightbourn Family Farms, Sugarland Nursery, GEF Small Grants Program, 
Roland Roberts House, Marsh Harbour District Council 
Advertising and Awareness, Coastal Angler Magazine, The Abaconian, Abaco Cruiser’s Net, 
Conch Salad TV, Steve Dodge and Cruising Guide to Abaco.
Summer Field Courses, Elizabeth Stoner, Sean Giery, Stephanie Archer, Elizabeth Whitman, 
Cape Eleuthera Institute, Zach Judd, Black Fly Lodge, Ruth Albury, Mike Lightbourn, Dive Abaco
Rockin’ with FRIENDS,  Abaco Inn, Shane Cash, Aly and James Boyce, Chris and Jessica Farren, 
Matt Herrero, Melanie, Stevie McComb, Marina Gottlieb Sarles, Steve McComb, GEF Small Grants 
Program, Pete’s Pub & Gallery
Summer Camp, S.C. Bootle Secondary School, Friendship Mission, Ruth McIntosh, St. Martin’s 
Anglican Church, Disney Cruiseline, Disney Animal Programs and Environmental Initiatives, Alicia & 
Ben Dunable, Justin & Amanda Higgs, Amanda Pennell, Bahamas Marine Mammal Research 
Organisation, Preston Roberts, Laurestine Fox, Sancha Pinder, Stephanie Archer, Stephanie Buhler, 
Tricia Callahan, Meredith Albury, Miranda Albury, Allie Phillpot, Carl Archer Jr.,  Joy Chaplin, Sasha 
Fair, Trystan Dillon, Cash Russell, Makevia Saunders, Alean Rolle, Darlene Thompson, Greg Cephas, 
Chris Russell, Ravon Rolle, Wonny Thompson, Eric Cephas, Roosevelt Curry

President’s Letter

Save the Date
September - International Coastal 

Cleanup Month
November 9th: 3rd Kayak Challenge

November 22nd: FRIENDS Student 
Science Fair.  (Theme: Human 
Impacts on Marine Resources)
November 28th: Turtle Trot, 

5K/10K

January 16th - 18th, 2014:
Abaco Science Alliance Conference

February 15th: Hope Town Reef  Ball
March 1st: Marsh Harbour Reef  Ball

 FRIENDS is a registered 
501 (c) 3 organization; that 

means gifts to FRIENDS are 
tax deductible in The United 

States.

SUMMER 2013                                                                          FRIENDS OF THE ENVIRONMENT                                                VOL. 20, ISSUE II, PAGE 2

As the 2013 lobster season opens please 
remember to fish for a healthy future. You can 
follow this simple tip from Spike to make sure 
we have a sustainable and productive season:

Cha Boyce



This year’s series of summer camps proved, yet 
again, that Abaco’s students are hungry for hands 
on experiences in their environment. Summer 
camps in Sandy Point and Cooper’s Town were at 
capacity (and beyond, some days) and both camp 
sections in Marsh Harbour had waiting lists! We 
are already working on plans to make next year 
bigger and better with new camp themes and more 
sections to accommodate the growing number of 
youth that want to participate. By going on field 
trips and connecting students with local ecosystems 
we are providing opportunities that many of them would not  have 
experienced outside of summer camp; the first time snorkeling over a coral reef, the first time 
swimming in a fresh water blue hole or even learning how to float!  Summer camp would not be 
possible without our volunteers, who help us ensure that  all campers have a safe and enriching 
experience. Thank you!

Go Native Program
This past year, FRIENDS started an exciting  component to our invasive species  education 
program. With support from the Global Environmental Fund Small Grants Program (GEF 
SGP) we have been able to reach out to communities to raise awareness  about the 
importance of native plant biodiversity and begin to remove barriers  to replacing invasive 
Hawaiian seagrape plants with native alternatives. 

FRIENDS brought students  to our nature trail and 
green house to learn more about the importance of 
plants and to get their hands dirty by planting  seeds 
and learning how to take care of plants. Field trips 
to coastal habitats provided real life examples of 
how invasive plants can impact an ecosystem.

FRIENDS worked with community members to 
encourage removal of Hawaiian seagrape from 
private yards  by providing free native plants  as  an 
incentive. Restorations  at Amy Roberts Primary in 
Green Turtle Cay, Abaco Inn on Elbow Cay and Crossing Beach in Marsh Harbour act as 
examples of  how successful and low-maintenance native plants  can be! Contact FRIENDS 
today for more information about replacing your  Hawaiian Seagrape with FREE native 
plants. 
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Summer Camp 
Report Card

Communities involved 5

Number of Campers 237

Field Trips 24

Volunteers 29

Community members removed Hawaiian 
seagrape and replaced it with native plants!

Education Officer Cassandra Abraham 
helped Junior campers learn about different 
types of  mangroves through a fun mural 
activity.

B



FRIENDS’ Mission: To preserve and protect Abaco’s terrestrial and marine environments in order to achieve 
sustainable living for the wildlife and people of  Abaco, Bahamas.

FRIENDS’ Contact Information

Education Center:
#2 Conservation Lane 
Marsh Harbour, Abaco

Tel: (242) 367-2721 
Fax: (242) 367-0722

info@friendsoftheenvironment.org
www.friendsoftheenvironment.org 

Mailing Address:
PO Box AB-20755 
Marsh Harbour, 
Abaco, Bahamas

Officers:
President, Cha Boyce. Vice President, Jim Richard. Secretary, David Knowles. 
Asst. Secretary, David Price. Treasurer, Charlotte Dunn.
Directors: Justin Higgs, Diane Claridge, Reg Patterson, Jody Albury, Wynsome 
Ferguson, Joy Chaplin, Glender Knowles, Mike Lightbourn, Alana Carroll

Staff:
Executive Director, Kristin Williams 
Education Officer, Cassandra Abraham
Program Coordinator, Olivia Patterson 
Special Project Coordinator, Lindsey McCoy
Office Manager, Ruth Albury
Development, Sasha Fair

INCOME 
Membership and donations $24,637.26
Donations $32,945.00
Events
   Reef Ball $67,579.00
   Other Events $23,842.00
Merchandise $9,389.00
Admin. Services $1,129.51
Interest from the CD $180.60
Rentals $24,010.00
Foundations $78,578.68
TOTAL INCOME $262,291.05

EXPENSES
Education Center
Salaries $37,475.10
Rent $21,600.00
BEC Electric $4,503.38
Communications $2,528.95
Office Supplies $2,899.32
Office Maintenance $4,144.23
Bank Charges $5,369.28
Insurance $2,096.36
Programs
Marine Resources $16,532.60
Invasive Species $20,208.68
Litter $4,647.75
Environmental Education $35,654.51
Size Matters Campaign $26,383.00
Habitat Conservation $12,840.86
Development $54,978.39
TOTAL  EXPENSES $251,862.41
Revenue $10,428.64

2012 Financial Report
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The Science Fair will be held on November 22nd at  New Vision Ministries in Marsh 
Harbour. The theme is “Reducing Human Impacts to our Marine Resources”. Abaco 
schools are encouraged to join the competition by submitting projects on theme. The 
competition is divided into Lower Primary, Upper Primary, Junior High and Senior 
High.  Each school may submit one entry per category. Additional entries will be placed 
in the “Display”  category, which is not eligible for prizes, but contributes to our 
knowledge on the topic. Community members are invited to come review the entries!

Abaco Science Fair

Follow Abaco’s new research blog!
The Abaco Scientist was started by Dr. Craig 
Layman of Florida International University and 
FRIENDS as an effort towards centralizing up to 
date information about research in Abaco and the 
rest of The Bahamas. 

While scientists are in the field you can follow their 
work as they reveal interesting insights to our 
local environment! The site is also a good place to 
look for publications specific to The Bahamas. 
Please share the site with anyone you think may 
be interested! If you would like to become a 
contributor, please email: 
olivia@friendsoftheenvironment.org.http://absci.fiu.edu

Abaco Science Alliance Conference
ASAC is held every two years; the next conference will be January 16 - 18th, 2014 at 
New Vision Ministries. Researchers are invited to submit abstracts for talks and 
posters relevant to natural history of Abaco and The Bahamas. The conference will 
include a film festival and field trips. The general public is invited to attend. Register 
through our website or visit our office in Marsh Harbour. The FRIENDSʼ  website will 
include more details as we have them! Please contact  us if you are interested in 
sponsoring the attendance of Abacoʼs high school students.

http://absci.fiu.edu
mailto:info@friendsoftheenvironment.org
mailto:info@friendsoftheenvironment.org
http://www.friendsoftheenvironment.org
http://www.friendsoftheenvironment.org
http://absci.fiu.edu
http://absci.fiu.edu

